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ebcen required to seek psychiatric help in 
r to keep their jobs. Other behavioral 
s, the American Psychological 
ation and the National Association 
ntal Health, for example, have passed 
* resolutions in recent years, but none 
r legal clout or impact in the field of 
nanalvsis that the APA does, Accor- 
;o Charles Shively, a professor of 
y at Boston State College and cooj> 
or for the Pag Rag, “There has been 
razing pressure on the American 
chiatry Association every year since 
0, so there was a certain inevitability in 
*ir ruling. It should have its greatest 
apact in state mental health facilities and 
ourt proceedings where being a homosexual 
will no longer be a valid reason for requiring 
treatment or commitment/' The ruling is 
also certain to effect changes in the psy- 
chiatric treatment of homosexuals -an im- 
pact thatcould be great in a place like Boston 
where more than half of male attempted 
suicides were suffering from “homosexual 
panic," 

Shively notes, however, that the APA 
resolution is not the last word in civil rights 
for gays, “Most u mi -gay laws/ he said* 
“predate any rulings by the American 
Psychiatry Association and are completely 
independent of any resolution they might 
pass/' Moreover, the new category of “'sex- 
ual orientation disturbance/" which clearly 
doesn't include those gays who are happy 
with their homosexuality, raises many 
questions. “This new category seems design- 
ed to protect those psychiatrists who have 
spent their careers trying to change the 
icxual orientation of gays/' Shively said, “It 
psychiatrists have been so far wrong about 
homosexuality, how can we trust them with 
anything else?' 


Who Do You Trust? 

If you've been reading the New York Times, 
Boston Globe or the London Observer 
carefully, you may have noticed the case o l 
Paul Erdman. the best-selling author of "The 
Billion Dollar Sure Thing" who has recently 
vined notoriety as the key figure in 
wit/erhnd's biggest banking scandal. But 
iders of those three dailies on Decern her 16 
*uld be hard pressed to explain exactly the 
no tint of mischief that went on. We still 
iven't found out. 

According to the New York limes. Erd- 
man was fined S6300 by a Swiss court lor 
fraud and forfeited bail of SI 33,000 when he 
failed to return Irom the United States. His* 
crime, according to the I imes. was engaging 
i unauthorized speculation that cost a 
ibsidiary of the United t a Li torn ia Bank $65 
*i. Erdman probably preters the lines 
L *n by i h-’ I i mes to l hose levied by 


jumped bail of 40,000 pounds ($92,800 jrt 
current exchange rates) and cost the bank 20 
million pounds ($46,400,000). The only fact 
that the three papers agreed upon is that 
Erdman was found guilty of fraud and 
forgery and sentenced to nine years m> 
prisoTiment. 

Wonnedy Conspiracy 

Last month's tenth anniversary of the 
assassination of President Kennedy and the 
various get-togethers of conspiracy theorists 
were something of a bust, calculated, in the 
words Of one theorist who attended the 
conference, to “turn off anyone seriously 
interested in pursuing the assassination. 
Nevertheless, some theorists continue their 
investigation. The latest: 

Two recently published books, "Legacy ot 
Doubt" by CBS producer Peter Noyes and 
"The Grim Reapers” by Ed Reid, substan- 
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dally propose the same theory* tying the 
Mafia and big Texas oil interests to the 
Kennedy assassination. Both booksfoeuson 
a man named Eugene Hale Brading who uses 
several aliases and is frequently contused 
with Edgar Eugene Bradley, prosecuted by 
Jim Garrison in his assassination investiga- 
tion, Both authors assert that Brading, who 
has extensive ties with organized crime as 
well as business connections w ith the likes ol 

H.L, Hunt and J. Paul Getty, was at Deuley 
Plaza during the assassination. Whether or 
not he actually pulled the trigger, they say, 
Brading was in some way looking out tor the 
Mafia's interests in Dallas. 

Significantly, the books represent a real 
shift from theorists blaming ( V po .mnlum y 
right, *ind they come down ■ uao 5 n bin 
Garrison. Noyes, for example, says that nu. 
reason Kennedy was shot wasio put a halt m 
then Attorney General Roller t Kennedy * 
crackdown on the Mafia. Moreover, he 
charges that Garrison himsdl hud ties to the 
New Orleans underworld which prevented 
him from making a serious investigation into 
the assassination. 
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interference from an unexpected source - 
Cohassct cops— and are filing their own 
£50,000 suit to protect their civil rights. 

Apparently perturbed by the 
Farmworkers Icufietting outside their store 
on December 7, a Cohassct A^:I J decided 
■three weeks ago to try a novel hut 
presumably illegal - mea ns of fighting the 
union by hiring cops. Union sources say t«*v 
A&P paid each of two cops $6.75 per hour; in 
return the fully uniformed cops drove off the 
lea Betters, arrested one, and used police 
bullhorns to urge customers to buy scab 
grapes and lettuce, t 

The Farmworkers' suit probably won i 
come to trial for several months. Meanwhile, 
they are considering legal options they can 
take— one oT which is to file a temporary 
restraining order against further police 
harassment. 

Splinters 

Women: According to a Chicago -based 
women's magazine, the Spokeswoman, 
Koromex, a spermicidal jelly used in 
diaphragms, is dangerous. They report that 
the jelly's mercury content is 400 times the 
FDA safety level and when the jelly is 
absorbed through the vaginal walls* it can 
ca u sc kid ney d iso rd e cs. 

State House: One of Governor Sargent's 
more progressive appointments to date came 
last week with the selection ot Caroline 
Hunter, formerly ot the Polaroid 
| Revolutionary Workers and now ot People 
l Against National Identity Cards (PANIC ), 
i lo his new blue-ribbon Commission on 
o Privacy and Personal Data ... 1 he 
Dorchester Court Action Project, an 
offshoot of the late radical organization l he 
People First, has submitted lour names to 
Governor Sargent as being tit to replace the 
belated Judge Jerome P. I my, whom the> 
helped oust. They are Alan Rodgers, Paula 
Gold. Daniel Klubock, and Lawrence 
Shu bow. 

Energy Crisis: The energy eri>;> is up- 
■ parent iv reaching apoculvptic proportion- 
| wo weeks ago a service station attendant 
was shot and seiioush wounded when two 
youths stole 26 cents' worth six-tenths ot a' 
gallon of gas from a smalftow n gas station 
iti Missouri . . lr. J'e\a>* bumper stickers 
on the cars of ml men a cad: "Let the restart! * 

I reeve m the dark." 
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puvoli It l.i L it the recent eoap m ^ hae a ■/■d> ■ 
eight linns under state comiol wu, soon 
revert to private ownership. Among them are 
General l lectric. Dow Chemical, f ord 
Motor Co m pa nv, and last hut not least, l a 1 . 

■ Money: In 1968 it took IS ms mites tor the 
average factors worker to earn enough to 


